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What if the President What if the President 

proposed a budget…proposed a budget…

thatthat

�� Dramatically Dramatically 
expanded and expanded and 
improved health careimproved health care

�� Invested in educationInvested in education

�� Improved child Improved child 
nutritionnutrition

�� Began to address Began to address 
climate changeclimate change

�� Created jobsCreated jobs



�� Started to rebuild the Started to rebuild the 
supply of affordable supply of affordable 
housinghousing

�� Invested in early Invested in early 
childhood programschildhood programs

�� Helped poor families Helped poor families 
to make ends meetto make ends meet

�� Funded innovative Funded innovative 
programs to rebuild programs to rebuild 
poor communitiespoor communities

�� Protected the Protected the 
unemployed, unemployed, 

by…by…



�� Getting rid of corporate tax Getting rid of corporate tax 
loopholesloopholes

�� Collecting more of taxes owedCollecting more of taxes owed

�� Reducing tax breaks for the Reducing tax breaks for the 
wealthywealthy

�� Responsibly reducing military Responsibly reducing military 
spendingspending

�� Making savings responsibly in Making savings responsibly in 
other areasother areas

�� …while reducing the deficit’s …while reducing the deficit’s 
share of the economy over timeshare of the economy over time



NaaaahNaaaah

But what if the answer could beBut what if the answer could be

YesYes

this time?this time?



President Obama’s BudgetPresident Obama’s Budget

�� “A New Era of Responsibility“A New Era of Responsibility

Renewing America’s Promise”Renewing America’s Promise”

www.budget.govwww.budget.gov

�� An outline:  An outline:  

�� Spells out mandatory priorities pretty wellSpells out mandatory priorities pretty well

�� Shows agency totals for annually Shows agency totals for annually 
appropriated programs appropriated programs –– not program detailnot program detail

�� Shows where the money comes fromShows where the money comes from



A little Federal Budget 101A little Federal Budget 101

�� Mandatory programs:Mandatory programs: they they 
don’t need annual don’t need annual 
appropriations.  appropriations.  Examples:Examples:
Medicaid, Medicare, SNAP Medicaid, Medicare, SNAP 
(food stamps), UI.(food stamps), UI.

�� Discretionary programs:Discretionary programs: they they 
do.  do.  Examples:Examples: Defense, KDefense, K--12 12 
education, WIC, housing.education, WIC, housing.

�� Congress’ Budget ResolutionCongress’ Budget Resolution
will leave room for mandatory will leave room for mandatory 
program changes, and will set program changes, and will set 
total for discretionary total for discretionary 
programs.programs.



InvestmentsInvestments

�� Transforming and modernizing Transforming and modernizing 
America’s health care systemAmerica’s health care system
�� Reserve fund of $634 billion over 10 yearsReserve fund of $634 billion over 10 years

�� Paid for by Paid for by 
�� $318b from reducing value of deductions for upper $318b from reducing value of deductions for upper 

bracketsbrackets

�� $316b from health care savings:  Medicare $316b from health care savings:  Medicare 
Advantage ($177b), other Medicare changes, etc.Advantage ($177b), other Medicare changes, etc.

�� Full costs of health care reform probably Full costs of health care reform probably 
upwards of $1 trillion upwards of $1 trillion –– not all paid for yetnot all paid for yet



Details of Health Reform Not Details of Health Reform Not 

Spelled OutSpelled Out
Instead, 8 principles to guide Congress:Instead, 8 principles to guide Congress:
�� Protect families’ financial healthProtect families’ financial health
�� Make health coverage affordableMake health coverage affordable
�� Aim for universality (clear path to cover all Aim for universality (clear path to cover all 

Americans)Americans)
�� PortabilityPortability
�� Guarantee choice of health plansGuarantee choice of health plans
�� Invest in prevention and wellnessInvest in prevention and wellness
�� Improve patient safety and quality careImprove patient safety and quality care
�� Maintain longMaintain long--term fiscal sustainabilityterm fiscal sustainability



Helping lowHelping low--income familiesincome families

�� Builds on the Recovery planBuilds on the Recovery plan

�� Refundable tax credits made permanent (Making Refundable tax credits made permanent (Making 
Work Pay credit paid for by $65b from auctioning of Work Pay credit paid for by $65b from auctioning of 
emission permits)emission permits)

�� Unemployment Insurance expansion made Unemployment Insurance expansion made 
permanentpermanent

�� Fully funds WIC; increases Child Nutrition funding by Fully funds WIC; increases Child Nutrition funding by 
$1 billion a year$1 billion a year

�� National Housing Trust Fund capitalized with $1b National Housing Trust Fund capitalized with $1b 
(first ever funding); protects rental voucher units(first ever funding); protects rental voucher units



More help for lowMore help for low--income income 

peoplepeople

�� Strategies to improve education:Strategies to improve education:

�� new Innovation Fund new Innovation Fund 

�� Promise NeighborhoodsPromise Neighborhoods

�� Doubles budget for charter schoolsDoubles budget for charter schools

�� Early childhood education fundingEarly childhood education funding

�� Pell grants increased ($5,550 max award in 2010Pell grants increased ($5,550 max award in 2010--11, 11, 
then indexed to CPI plus 1%) and made mandatorythen indexed to CPI plus 1%) and made mandatory

�� $2.5b Access and Completion Incentive Fund, over 5 $2.5b Access and Completion Incentive Fund, over 5 
years (for lowyears (for low--income college students)income college students)

�� Cheaper student loansCheaper student loans



Still more helpStill more help

�� Includes child care and Head Start Includes child care and Head Start 
increases from Recovery plan increases from Recovery plan 

�� New Nurse Home Visitation Program for New Nurse Home Visitation Program for 
firstfirst--time momstime moms

�� Makes part of home energy assistance Makes part of home energy assistance 
mandatory (LIHEAP mandatory (LIHEAP -- $3.2b discretionary $3.2b discretionary 
funding plus ?? automatically triggered funding plus ?? automatically triggered 
when energy prices spike)when energy prices spike)



Discretionary SpendingDiscretionary Spending

(in billions)(in billions) FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2014

Dept of Defense (includes 
war costs) $654.7 $663.7 624.5

DOD, Homeland Security,
State (includes war, other 
costs) 758.3 $778.9 $734.7

Domestic Discretionary $469.4 $483.9 $563.5



How to Pay for InvestmentsHow to Pay for Investments

�� Reduce value of deductions for upper Reduce value of deductions for upper 
brackets to pay for health coveragebrackets to pay for health coverage
($318b):($318b):
�� Households with incomes over $250,000Households with incomes over $250,000

�� Deductions limited to 28 cents on the dollar Deductions limited to 28 cents on the dollar 
(down from 35 cents now)(down from 35 cents now)

�� Does not affect households paying the Does not affect households paying the 
Alternate Minimum Tax (they are already Alternate Minimum Tax (they are already 
limited to 28 cents)limited to 28 cents)



More RevenuesMore Revenues

�� Business tax loophole closers, other tax Business tax loophole closers, other tax 
changes (over 10 years) = $353.5bchanges (over 10 years) = $353.5b

�� Tax hedge fund mgrs at ordinary income rates, $24bTax hedge fund mgrs at ordinary income rates, $24b

�� Implement international enforcement, reform deferral, Implement international enforcement, reform deferral, 
and other tax reform policies, $210band other tax reform policies, $210b

�� UpperUpper--income increases = $637b over 10 yearsincome increases = $637b over 10 years

�� Climate revenues = $646b over 10 yearsClimate revenues = $646b over 10 years

�� Farm support changes = $16b over 10 yearsFarm support changes = $16b over 10 years



Deficit ReductionDeficit Reduction

�� Projected to fall from $1.75 trillion this year Projected to fall from $1.75 trillion this year 
to low of $533 billion in FY 2013; then will to low of $533 billion in FY 2013; then will 
start to rise gradually to $712 billion in FY start to rise gradually to $712 billion in FY 
2019.2019.

�� Deficit = 12.3% of GDP in FY 2009; down Deficit = 12.3% of GDP in FY 2009; down 
to 3.1% in FY 2019.to 3.1% in FY 2019.



Much is built on the Much is built on the 

progress made in the progress made in the 

Recovery ActRecovery Act

�� Child care, Head Start, food stamps, WIC, aid to Child care, Head Start, food stamps, WIC, aid to 
states for education, Medicaid, and more, lowstates for education, Medicaid, and more, low--
income tax credits, weatherization, job training, income tax credits, weatherization, job training, 
unemployment insurance, child support, TANF, unemployment insurance, child support, TANF, 
etc.etc.

�� We need you to tell us how these funds are We need you to tell us how these funds are 
helping your people, communities, and helping your people, communities, and 
states states –– contact Debbie at contact Debbie at 
dweinstein@chn.orgdweinstein@chn.org

�� Thanks!Thanks!



We all worked together to support a We all worked together to support a 

budget in the public interest…budget in the public interest…



Energy and Environment Overview

Ivan Frishberg, Environment America

President Obama’s Budget



- President Barack Obama

“These urgent dangers to our national and economic “These urgent dangers to our national and economic 

security are compounded by the longsecurity are compounded by the long--term threat of term threat of 

climate change, which if left unchecked could result climate change, which if left unchecked could result 

in violent conflict, terrible storms, shrinking coastlines in violent conflict, terrible storms, shrinking coastlines 

and irreversible catastrophe…”  and irreversible catastrophe…”  

“So I ask this Congress to send me legislation that “So I ask this Congress to send me legislation that 

places a marketplaces a market--based cap on carbon pollution drives based cap on carbon pollution drives 

the production of more renewable energy in the production of more renewable energy in 

America.America. ””



Step 1: American Recovery and Reinvestment ActStep 1: American Recovery and Reinvestment ActStep 1: American Recovery and Reinvestment ActStep 1: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

$80 billion in clean energy, energy efficiency, and green 
transportation

� 68 million tons of global warming pollution annually

� reduce oil consumption by 15 million barrels per year

� create more than 1.5 million jobs

(Source: Environment (Source: Environment 
America analysis)America analysis)



Step 2:  The Budget

� Energy and Global Warming
� Assumes at least $646b in revenue from a cap on 
carbon pollution, over ten years, 100% Auctions.

� Invest $15b per year in the clean energy economy

� Balance goes to makes permanent the Make Work 
Pay Tax Credit & low income energy programs.

� Mandatory Funding for LIHEAP



Step 2:  The Budget

� Clean Water
� $3.9b for clean water infrastructure

� Toxic Waste Cleanup
� Restores the Superfund fees on polluters

� Invests $1b in clean up of toxic waste sites



Rebuild and Renew Rebuild and Renew 
America Now America Now 
Rebuild and Renew Rebuild and Renew 
America Now America Now 

Alan Charney Alan Charney Alan Charney Alan Charney Alan Charney Alan Charney Alan Charney Alan Charney 
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GOALSGOALS

�� Promote and pass the Administration’s Promote and pass the Administration’s 
budget. budget. 

�� Push a progressive vision of change.Push a progressive vision of change.

�� Beat back opposition attacks and Beat back opposition attacks and 
marginalize rightmarginalize right--wing.wing.

�� Build a broad campaign for future Build a broad campaign for future 
goals.goals.



PRINCIPLESPRINCIPLES

�� Public InvestmentsPublic Investments

––Energy, Education, Health careEnergy, Education, Health care

�� PrioritiesPriorities

–– Invest in human needsInvest in human needs

––Reduce wasteful spendingReduce wasteful spending

�� Tax FairnessTax Fairness

�� Responsibility, Honesty, AccountabilityResponsibility, Honesty, Accountability



STRATEGYSTRATEGY

�� Battle of IdeasBattle of Ideas

�� Organizational AlliesOrganizational Allies

�� Organizational OpponentsOrganizational Opponents

�� Congressional AlliesCongressional Allies

�� Congressional OpponentsCongressional Opponents



STRATEGY STRATEGY (cont’d)(cont’d)

��Congressional TargetsCongressional Targets

��Blue DogsBlue Dogs

��Obama AdministrationObama Administration



TACTICSTACTICS

��Focus On TargetsFocus On Targets

��Coordinate Coalition ActivitiesCoordinate Coalition Activities

��Strong Grassroots PresenceStrong Grassroots Presence

��Neutralize RightNeutralize Right--wing Effortswing Efforts



Campaign Timeline Campaign Timeline -- MarchMarch

PRE COMMITTEE MARKUPSPRE COMMITTEE MARKUPS

FLOOR VOTESFLOOR VOTES

COMMITTEE MARKUPSCOMMITTEE MARKUPS



Campaign Timeline Campaign Timeline -- AprilApril

CONGRESSIONAL RECESS CONGRESSIONAL RECESS –– IN DISTRICTIN DISTRICT

CONFERENCE REPORTCONFERENCE REPORT

FINAL VOTEFINAL VOTE

FLOOR VOTESFLOOR VOTES



CAMPAIGN STRUCTURECAMPAIGN STRUCTURE

�� Lobby/PolicyLobby/Policy

��OutreachOutreach

�� CommunicationsCommunications

�� FieldField

��Online TeamsOnline Teams





MESSAGEMESSAGE

This Budget is the Blueprint for a Better AmericaThis Budget is the Blueprint for a Better America

“Pass the Obama Budget “Pass the Obama Budget 
Now!”Now!”
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